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The Group to Establish Trust--Peaceni ks Inside the US^ 


Summary 

In June 1982 a small group of Soviet 
scientists, engineers and physicians 
unofficial “peace" movement. Membership in the 
neSgiSJ organization, which called Itself the Group 
to Establish Trust between the US and USSR, 
reportedly climbed quickly to a few thousand. As 
with any independent or dissident group the regime 
moved quickly to squelch it. Most of the leading 
activists of the Trust Group are abroad, in 

labor camps, or prison, effectively decapitating it 
at least for now. The fate of this group is a case 
study of the development of dissidence and its 
suppression in the USSR. 

The regime's actions toward the Trust Group 
reflect the intensified repression 

that began with the signing of the Helsinki Accords 
in 1975, and increased in the wake of Mestern 
condemnation of the Soviet invasion of 
Afqhanistan. The regime's attitude also is 
conditioned by the fear that pacifist tendencies are 
growing, particularly among young people, and 
concern that the peace issue might become a new 
focus of dissident attachment in the USSR. 

Although the Trust Group has been battered, it 
will be difficult to completely extinguish antiwar 


25X1 


25X1 


5X1 


kvz I I the Office 

of^Soviet^Analysir(SOVA). Comments and questions may be dlre aed t _ o _t h _ e 
authors! ^ or to the Chief, Domestic Policy Division, | 


or to*the Chief, Domestic Policy Division, 

SQVA M 85-10162X 


25X1 


25X1 


I 1 25X1 

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/01/21 : CIA-RDP85T01058R000507900001-5 









Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/01/21 : CIA-RDP85T01058R000507900001-5 


25X1 


agitation Inside the USSR. It will draw sttejUth 
from the widespread fear of nuclear war, growing 
iJsenchan?ment%ith the war in Afghanistan, even the 
regime's own peace propaganda. 


In 1982 a fledgling unofficial Soviet peace group succeeded 

1n caJ;uHng ?he attention of some *'«»!'•" VuV 

gathering some limited popular support inside the USSR, jj® 

?eg1me hirshly repressed the Internal P^^^e group, which by ^ 

1985 had become fragmented and largely inactive. 

The Trust Group 

The Group to Establish Trust Between the USSR and the USA 
(Trust Group)^was founded as ari independent peace ^ 

in June 1982 by a dozen scientists, engineers and artists. T 

iS/^Sw^rntt'retuiisThaffrcurer'oi'iJiurreraii^^^^^ 

SrsraSfni. iU^en^ffhl^rrorp ^rr:%‘n5ruJt^^^ 

the growth of the West European peac e movement in the late 1970 
and early 1980s. ' ' 


Tn its founding appeal, the Trust Group called for a "four- 
sided dlllooue” on ?eace between the peoples and goyernments^of 
The united sSttes aSd USSR. The Group called for disarmament in 
k ¥v^£x Tact and West for a free flow of information on 

people in the East and West, in order to foster a climate for 
di sarmament . 


The group maintained a nucleus of only about a dozen 
members--referred to as the coordinating commi ttee--but it 
claimed a thousand supporters in Moscow alone. According to a 
9 or?eader! most of ns supporters were Pf “/jHe 

twpntv and thirty years old and many were students. Many of tne 
foSHSinr^nlen" 0? the group. were "re fusenllcs," Jews who have 
been refused permission to emigrate. 


Although the Moscow group had the most visibility, there 
were others in Leningrad, Odessa, Novosibirsk and . . . 

Information on the activites of the outlying groups is sketchy. 
The Odessa group, for example, circulated a ^ 

Srovrd’ frirrhhr.irsra! ^bSr^sticr rhV’re’prrreVfr ^o ne 

fhrsTe^:onirrrour.'^Th^e’tpr.renrircrorcro:5U^ 
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dissident activities. 


Parallel Groups. The Trust Group worked 1 
inde pendent a loose '?’ 

further reporting on the group. 


T%°"'Dtst?j’en‘t roSrcU’ t'eprrr?h'a"irst’'ftll"ttrtJin9 

srtalted'at ttrt by"?he KG^for crelt?ng an unofficial group 

rnrerenre^t’rtVorerit ^pSirorothrro's 

SfpVora? m.. « 

peace organizations abroad. 25X1 

Trust-Group Tactics 

The Trust Group began as a discussion group, ® 

wppitlv “Sunday Seminar" at members' homes to discuss nuclear 
!^®!5rLmpnt ^Reo^rtinq from the US Embassy in Moscow suggests 
Jllat S the seS;inars''began to sti™ulate interest a- ong yoon9 
Soviets, the regime moved to break up the meetings. | 

The group then resorted to more daring 
seeking to provoke the regime as a way of ll ' 

gaining the^ttention of Uestern observers f<,P 

influencing public opinion inside the USSR. The Trust^^^^^^^ 

TnroS c4 rtV fou d 9 and°rerersed ;°documen? that ^ot only set 

HErrftnnrerr »fd‘rrssrs!nfh‘erta^c“tlcrb; rherrfupM'vf 

i ncl uded : 

Dafition«; and Leaflets. In July 1982 a group member was 

TurportTf^; s:m??^m^rttnrbe?:reS Js^Jd-s'o’vVerira : s This 
petition reportedly gained 600 signatures. Efforts by the group 
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to Obt.10 -ore Signuores led 

imcl'' is iurao ojei ?et?er eddre^Sed to both President Reagan 
?n?eJ-gSvrrnLnial programs to work on Rlobal problems. 


Demonstrations. The group bad publicly announcedjts 
"schedule” +<>T eWnstrations ^^e 

in passing ^ 985 ^ Embassy officials and other 

at a metro alerted to the scheduled demonstration, 

^eporud'mt wheS the members of the Trust^Group^showed up they 

re^bers' '^SnSlh’er d^-rtrrtl'or;,: to be^held but 

"ortS riband, ''Thryet ^ntront Vld, howev er, receive publicity In 
the foreign press. 

Hunaer strikes. In February 1983, two activists began a 
U m ar Ctrl' krto ' S Fotest police surveillance of group members 
hunger strike to l^e usted for a month and was ended 

arthrSehest Sf a European disarmament group. The rearrest of a 

‘ro^p'li'aSrr In September 1984 for reported y d, so ying a 


Art Fxhibitions. In its first year the group tried to 
prom ote t1 stWa s by^ho^dl ng^art rerrVrikin up 

ij“hl ISthoMUes. The most promin ent participants were arrested 
and the art exhibits confiscated. | 

Western Connections 

Manv of these Group initiatives have been designed to 
increasi the griui's viability abroad. In addition to the 
IctiiUles described above the Group has made numerous attempts 
uiract the support of Western peace groups, with some 

success: 

-- In 1982 the Group began correspondence with the European 
Nuclear Disarmament (END) Group in London. 
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In May 1983 the Group met with members of the British 
Greenham Common peace group. 

In October 1983 the Group succeeded in getting a Dutch 
Deacrorganization to publicly plead for the release of a 
jailed Soviet group leader. (The Soviets did not release 
the peace group member.) 

In April 1984 members of a visiting West German peace 
group invited the Group to meet with the official Soviet 
Peace Committee (which of course declined the 
oppo rtun i ty) . 

In May 1985 activists from a Dutch p eace group joined the 
Group in an attempted peace rally. 


The Trust Group maintained contact with Helsinki Hatch 
GroupIfbJoad (unofficial organl tatlons -"'isfokfA cofdfby 

with the human rights provisions of t' to 

Qov6rnrn6nts who th6 dccords)* It s r»+c -t-n 

thp USSR to bring in peace buttons and posters, and attempts to 
oefsuide ufste^ peacf groups to print Russian language posters 
ffd flvlrr The Group iarries on activities abroad, especial^ 
New York, through Emigres who are active In the movement. ^ 


Regime Reaction 

In dealing with the Trust Group the regime used the full 

oanoply of tactics for suppressing dissent. Group leaders have 
been^exiled, arrested, or confined in psychiatric 
Foreigners who have met with Group members l^^ide the USSR have 
been questioned by the KGB and warned away from further 
contacts Repression has all but el iminated the Group inside the 
USSR, although some emigres publish an 

bulletin on the Soviet independent peace movement drawirig 
information from the few contacts remaining inside. 
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The Fate of Soviet Pacifiete 


As a result of regime repression, most of the leading 
aoivists of the Trust Group are not) abroad or in labor camp or 
prison: 

-- Founding member Mikhail Ostrovsky, exiled abroad — within a 
month of the Group's formation in June 1982. 
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— Several other original membere, including Yuriy 

A yur.4u Kh-nonov ulo, arrested in 1982 and served 15-day 

withdrew from the Trust Grouv 

i:i\lToTned% in elrZ detained by tHe 

KGB in May 1985* 

. Olea Radzinskiy, a young teacher, firet detailed tn July 
lVs2 oontiated in October 3S«3 on unknown chargee. 
eenteneeTto fine year, internal exile. He recanted, 
reportedly under KGB pressure* 

Aleksandr Shatravka and Vladimir Mishchenko, 

JulyTayy, eentenced in April ISiZ to three and one year 
ytdtJrioativelu for slandering the Soviet regirme* Shatravka 
sentenced in February 1985 to an additional fvve years of 
labor camp on narcotics charges* 

Seraeu Batovrin, another founder, one of ten refusenik 

"" members of the Trust Group, given 

leave the^ USSR* Since 1983 conducting activities from 

hiB home in New Yovkm 

-- Kirill Popov a prominent human rights activist ateo . 
involved with the Trust Group, arrested in June 19 , 

awaiting trial on unknown charges* 

— Other refusenik members of the Group— previously 
periodic detention or house arrest 

%atovrin>s mother), Valery ^ 

Fleishgakker, Mark Reitman, Lev Budkin and Vitaliy 

Barbaeh* 

— Olqa Kabonov and Natalya Akulyonok, high school students 
and new Group members, detained for two weeks in a 
psychiatric hospital in June 1985* 

— Vladimir Brodeky. a phyeician. 

15-day sentences, arrested on July 1985, awaiti g 
trial on charges of "aggravated hooliganism* 

Nikolay Khramov, detained two days 

Youth Festival, confined in Venereological Hospital 

Numbcv 1 in Moscow* 
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Several factors have caused Soviet leaders to regard the 
Trust Group with concern. The speeches of some high-level 
military spokesman, for example, including the Defense Minister 
and the Chief of the General Staff, have suggested concern that 
patriotism is weakening among young people and that this is 
having an adverse ef fect on the morale of military conscripts. 


Considerable evidence suggests that in recent years there 
has been an increase in pacifist sentiment among the Soviet 
population, especially among youth. In 1982, 

Yuriy Andropov was party leader, he reportedly told Polish 
security officials that S( ^viet youth were becoming increasingly 
apolitical and pacifist. 


The regime may fear that Soviet “peaceniks" could tap 
sentiments against the Afghan war. Recent unofficial opinion 


Dol ls--conducted by i 

Soviet support for the war has declined sharply since 1980. 

May 1985, according to reliable sources of the US Embassy 
Moscow, demonstrations against the Afghan war occurred in Tbilisi, 
and Yerevan, capitals of the Georgian and Armenian republics 
respectively. These sources believed they were among the large st 
anti-war demonstrations ever in the USSR. 


USIA and others--i ndi cate that 


In 


By soliciting the support of Western peace groups, the Trust 
Group probably stimulated regime apprehension about the growing 
tendency of elements of the Western peace movement to target 
Soviet policies for criticism. Reporting over the past several 
years has indicated substantial disappointment within the Soviet 
active measures apparatus about the declining influence within 
the peace movement of Soviet-controlled front groups such as the 
World Peace Council. The chairman of the Soviet Committee for 
the Defense of Peace has expressed concern about non -Comm un i st 
peace groups undercutting the Soviet propaganda postion 


The regime's harshly repressive actions toward the Trust 
Group, flow not only from such policy considerations but reflect 
its own problems of internal control. The party, aware O' iTs 
own evolution from a small conspiratorial group to a powerful 
organization capable of engineering a revolution feels it cannot 
afford to tolerate any spontaneo us activity on th e part of 
dissident elements in society. I 


The Trust Group has been fragmented and virtually 
eliminated. It has provided, however, a new focus of dissident 
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attachment 1n the USSR-peace. 

an/I In \/i pw of widespread popular fear of nuclear » 
of the Trust Group probably do es not signify the en o 

agi tati on . 


di ssent 
repressi on 
ant i war 
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INTERNAL DISTRIBUTION 


1 - DCI 

2 - DDCI 

3 - SA/DCI 

4 - ED/DCI 

5 - Executive Regi stry 

6 - DDI 

7 - Senior Review P^nel . 

8-13 - OCPAS/IMD/CB 

14 - Chairman/NIC ^ 

15 - NIO/USSR-EE 

16 - NIO/SP 


C/DDO/ 

DDO/SE 

C/DDO/ 









21 - D/SOVA 

22 - DD/SOVA 

23 - C/SOVA/NIG 

24 - C/SOVA/NIG/EPD 

25 - C/SOVA/NIG/DPD 

25 - C/SOVA/NIG/DPD/LP 

26 - C/SOVA/NIG/DPD/BF 

27 - C/SOVA/NIG/DPD/SI 

28 - C/SOVA/RIG 

29 - /RIG/EAD 

30 - C/IG/TWAD 
31- C/SOVA/SIG 

32 - C/SOVA/SIG/SFD 

33 - C/SOVA/SIG/SPD 

34 - C/SOVA/DEIG 

35 - C/SOVA/DEIG/DEA 

36 - C/SOVA/DEIG/DID 

37 - PDB Staff 
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Deputy Assistant to the President 
National Security Affairs 
White House 

2. Ambassador Matlock, Jr. 

Special Assistant To the President 
Senior Director, European and Soviet Affairs 
National Security Council 
Rm 368, EOB 

3. Mr. Fred C. Ikl e 
Undersecretary of Defense for Policy 

Rm 4E812 
The Pentagon 

4. Mr. Richard L. Armitage 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Rm 4E817 

The Pentagon 

5. The Honorable Michael H. Armacost 
Undersecretary for Political Affairs 
Rm 7240 

Department of State 

6. Rozanne Ridgeway 
Assistant Secretary 
Bureau of European Affairs 
Rm 6226 

Department of State 

7. Leo Moser 

Acting Assistant Secretary , 

Bureau of Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs 

Rm 7 802 

Department of State 

8. Mr. Mark Palmer 

Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Bureau of European Affairs 
Rm 6219 

Department of State 
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9. Mr. Donald Gregg 

Assistant to the Vice President 
for National Security Affairs 
Rm 298 

The White House 
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11. Lt. Gen William Odom 
Director, NSA 
T532/CDB 
Fort Meade Md 


12 . 


Mr. Robert Dean • 

Deputy Director, Politico-Military Affairs 

Rm 7327 

Department of State 


13. Morton I. Abramowitz 
Di rector, INR 
Department of State 


14. 


Mr. Robert Baraz 
Director, Office of Analysis 
and Western Europe 
INR 

Department of State 


for the Soviet Union 


15. 


James Morrison 

Director OASD/ I SP/ EUR/ NATO Regional 
Rm 1D469, Pentagon 


Pol i cy 


16. Roland Kuchel 

Director, Office of Eastern European Affairs 
Rm 5220 

Department of State 


17. Mark Parris . 

Director, Office of Soviet Union Affairs 

Room 4217 

Department of State 


18. Lynn Pascoe . ^ 

Deputy Director, Office of Soviet Union Affairs 

Rm 4217 

Department of State 
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22. Col Tyrus Cobb 
Staff Member NSC 
Rm 373, EOB 

23. Don Graves 
INR/SEE/ST 
Department of State 
Rm 4844 

24. John Danylyk 
Chief INR/EC/USSR 
Department of State 
Rm 8662 New State 

25. Bill Courtney 

Special Assistant, Office of Under Secretary 
of State 
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